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(57) Abstract 

While a magnetic tape (10) is transported, the signal surface of 
the magnetic tape (10) is scanned to record time-compressed digital 
signals on the magnetic tape (10) or to reproduce time-compressed 
digital signals reproduced on the magnetic tape (10). The time- 
compressed digital video signals which are recorded are reproduced 
accurately by time-expanding them with a simple construction. A 
control circuit (7) controls the transport of the magnetic tape (10) while 
writing the compressed digital signals reproduced from the magnetic 
tape (10) into a memory (9). When the signals are written in the memory 
(9) to the extent of its limit capacity, the magnetic tape (10) is 
transported in the reverse direction by a certain distance, and then the 
Inpe (10) is temporarily stopped. By reading the compressed digital 
signals to produce a predetermined free capacity, the transport of the 
magnetic tape (10) is resumed. This process is repeated. 
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